
A Message from Superintendent Cruikshank   

Dear NNCS Families, Friends, and Neighbors: 
 

One of the most important aspects of any educational institution is the feeling of safety and security.  
We are working to be sure that NNCS has that foundation.  As we continue to review our safety  
procedures we attempt to balance security with continuing an invitational and welcoming climate.  In 
response to national tragedies, NNCS is taking additional steps to ensure our children are safe.   
Monitoring student entrances during arrival and having secured access points during the day help 
keep our children safe.  We have also installed panic buttons in each building office which will      
expedite a lockdown, if necessary.  Further, each classroom is equipped with “help needed” buttons 
which will alert administration of any potential situation.  We are also in the process of updating our 
camera system.  Our current system is good, but today’s newer systems are so much better.  We also 
believe that we can improve the safety in our front parking lot, specifically, at the location where  
traffic enters our campus.  Through speed bumps and traffic signs, we hope to improve the traffic 
flow and everyone’s safety accessing our district.   
 

The peace of mind that comes with a safe learning environment unlocks our students’ ability to be 
innovative and creative.  This is where education gets exciting!  As we search for collaborative ways 
to learn, technology becomes an indispensable tool for our district.  We are pleased that in only 2 ½ 
years we have added over 600 student Chromebooks to our classrooms.   
 

The next natural step for our environment at NNCS is to move into computer-based testing.  Our 
students are growing in comfort on electronic devices that many prefer to use computers rather than 
paper.  These students continually prove that they are up to a challenge, no matter what form it 
comes in.  We are excited about this upgrade in assessment options because it will eventually allow 
for more customizable and adaptable tools for our students.   
 

Another critical factor in the success of our system is the community support of the school system.  
When parents and teachers work together, there is no doubt that children will benefit.  During the 
next few months our district will be crafting a budget for the 2018-19 school year.  We certainly take 
pride in our programs, but are sensitive to the needs of our taxpayers.  We welcome public input at 
our Board of Education meetings and I am happy to personally discuss the process and priorities 
with you.   
 

NNCS has always complied with and respected the regulating tax cap.  For the past six years we have 
been diligent with our budgeting and have seen that the actual tax rate change has been near 0% due 
to factors including equalization and changes in assessments.  In the coming month we will be      
determining the school needs and our Board will be setting the budget for voter approval.  I         
encourage your participation in being an informed voter. 
 

As I continue my service to this District I am pleased by the dedication of our faculty and staff to the 
children of this community.  They have been excellent advocates for tomorrow’s leaders.              
Furthermore, I am impressed by the support for the school shown by families and community   
members.  NNCS is proof that collaboration is at the heart of a successful school.  I am proud to be 
your Superintendent and am pleased with this partnership between home and school.  I welcome 
your thoughts and encourage you to contact me.   
 

Embrace the power of working together:  School, Family, Community. 
 

Jamie Cruikshank                                                                                                                            
Jamie Cruikshank, Superintendent 

Included in this Issue: 
 
High School           p.2-8 
Middle School            p.9 
Elementary              p.10-12 
Board Info                  p.13  
Budget Hearing/Vote p.13 
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Upcoming Days Off: 

 
2/19 - 2/23: 
Mid-Winter Break 
 
3/16/18 
Half Day Staff Dev. 
 
3/29/18 
Full Day Staff Dev. 
 
3/30/18 
Holiday Break 
 
4/23 - 4/27: 
Spring Break 
  
5/28: 
Memorial Day 
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Notes From Mrs. Fetter, HS Principal 
 

Winter Blues 
Although the weather has been a little more challenging this winter than in the past few winters, longer days and 
more sun are encouraging signs that soon we will be done with winter and enjoying warmer temperatures of spring.  
For many people, spring brings hope and revitalizes energy.  Winter temperatures and fewer daylight hours can 
take a toll on our students as well.  It is not uncommon for students to lose energy and struggle academically and 
emotionally during winter months.   
 

With this in mind, please talk often to your child and encourage them to work hard so that academics do not      
suffer.  We are already into the third quarter and before we know it finals and Regents will be here.  It is important 
that students are diligent in completing work and studying rather than procrastinating.  This helps them from     
falling behind and then feeling overwhelmed trying to catch up just before studying for finals.   
 

Teachers are also available to work with students after 2:15pm. Please encourage your child to stay with the    
teachers to do homework, study or review.  Doing this now, will help them to be successful on end of year exams.  
Hard work leads to success.  Success, achieved through hard work, reminds students to stay on task and work hard 
all year.   
 

Please contact teachers, counselors and me through email or telephone calls to share your concerns, check on   
progress or make plans for improvement.  We are here to help you help your child be successful.  Let’s work     
together.   

Scheduling for 2018-2019 
The high school conducted its annual Elective Fair on January 26, 2018.  The purpose was to introduce students to 
the variety of electives and college credits that students can earn at Norwood Norfolk High School.   
 

All students ae required to earn 22 credits and pass NYS Regents Exams in order to be eligible for a NYS Regents 
or Advanced Regents Diploma.  Many of those credits are earned by taking and passing required courses and     
sequences.  Students also have some choices in courses to take.  Taking a variety of courses helps students to learn 
about their personal interests and make better decision about their future.   
 

I encourage all students to take a variety of courses and to challenge themselves with upper level courses. This will 
help to build a transcript that reflects a strong work ethic and helps make the individual more competitive for    
college admissions and/or career opportunities.  Additionally, students who lack higher level courses or perform 
poorly on some college entrance exams are sometimes required to take remedial courses in college which can add 
to the cost of college.  Taking a wide variety of courses as well as four years of math and science help avoid this 
cost.  
 

Spring Sports 
Spring sports are beginning.  We offer softball, baseball, golf, and track and field at the varsity and modified level.  
Sports are a great way to develop healthy physical and mental habits.  Students learn time management skills and 
become part of a team.  If your child has not already signed up for a spring sport, please encourage them to visit 
the office to meet with Mr. Plantz, the athletic coordinator.  

 

Concerts and Art Show 
Both band and chorus are preparing for the spring concerts which will be performed on Thursday, May 17, 2018.  
The Jazz Concert and Art Show is Tuesday, May 15, 2018.  Students are currently preparing for these events and 
the shows will be wonderful.  We have very talented young people.  We look forward to seeing you on these special 
evenings to celebrate student achievement.   
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Notes From Mrs. Fetter continued... 
 

Final Exams and Regents 
Final exams are in the beginning of June and Regents will be from June 12 to June 22.  It is a good idea for        
students to begin preparing now so they do not feel overwhelmed at the end of the year.  Making sure all       
homework is done and studying now will help.  Many of our teachers stay after school to provide assistance.  
There are also some online resources that your child can get from the teachers.  Students should avail themselves 
of these opportunities.  

 

New York State Schedule for Regents 

Graduation 
Graduation for the Class of 2018 will be Saturday, June 23, 2018 at Hosmer Hall on the SUNY Potsdam campus 
at 7:00PM.  The ceremony celebrates student achievement and will be followed by the Class of 2018 All Night 
Graduation Party hosted by the parents.  

 
 
 

JUNE 5 
TUES. 

  JUNE 12 
TUES. 

JUNE 13 
WED. 

JUNE 14 
THURS. 

JUNE 15 
FRI. 

JUNE 18 ɸ 
MON. 

JUNE 19 
TUES. 

JUNE 20 
WED. 

JUNE 21 
THURS. 

JUNE 22 
FRI. 

8:00AM   8:00AM 8:00AM 8:00AM   8:00AM 8:00AM 8:00AM 8:00AM   

TRANSI-
TION     

EXAM – 
RE in Global 

History & 
Geography 

  

  English 
Language 

Arts 

RE in U.S. 
History & 
Govern-

ment 

Physical 
Setting / 

Earth    
Science 

  
  

  
  
  
  
RATING 

DAY 

RCT in 
Math* 

  
ɸ World 

Language 
Assessment 
suggested 
date/time: 

  
Locally 

developed 
Checkpoint 
A Exams 

Geometry 
  
  
  
  

Physical 
Setting / 

Chemistry 
  

RCT in 
Global 

Studies* 
  

RCT in 
Reading* 

  
  
  

RATING 
DAY 

    12:00PM 12:00PM 12:00PM   12:00PM 12:00PM 12:00PM 12:00PM Uniform 
Admis-

sion 
Deadlines 

  
Morning 
Exams: 

10:00 a.m. 
  

Afternoon 
Exams: 

2:00 p.m. 

    Algebra I 
  

Living 
Environ-

ment 
  

Algebra II 
  
  
  

  RCT in U.S. 
History & 

Gov.* 
ɸ World 

Language 
Assessment 
suggested 
date/time: 

  
Locally 

developed 
Checkpoint 
B Exams 

Physical 
Setting / 
Physics 

  

RCT in 
Writing 

RCT in 
Science* 



Page 4 The Flyer 

   
 
 
 
 

 
It is difficult to believe but planning and preparation for graduation is underway.  June will be here before we 
know it.  One of the ways to recognize student achievement is by awarding scholarships.  Many young people 
leaving high school are nervous while at the same time excited about their future.  Not only does a scholarship 
recognize a student’s achievement, it also provides a bit of reassurance and assistance in beginning a new        
endeavor.  
 

Last year we were pleased to award more than 100 scholarships.  The support we have received from award and 
scholarship donors has been tremendous and we are very grateful for their support.  Some of our yearly      
scholarships are low in funds and would benefit from contributions.  Scholarship monies are kept in an interest 
bearing account in the district office; however, with time, some scholarships have been depleted.  If you are   
interested in contributing to any existing scholarship, please contact the high school or district office. 
 

If you are interested in starting a new scholarship, please contact Mrs. Robin Fetter, High School Principal.  
Starting or contributing  to a scholarship is an approved tax deduction. 

 

REPORT CARD DAY/NIGHT 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 18, 2018 

ELEMENTARY GYM 

1:00-3:00PM AND 6:00-8:00PM 

Students in grades 5-12 will be        
dismissed at 10:30AM on April 18th.   

We look forward to seeing you at     
Report Card Day/Night! 

 

 

Upcoming Events:               

Musical                                                
Little Shop of Horrors                                               
March 9 & 10 

Green & Gold Night                                                
March 28 

Report Card Day/Night                                               
April 18 

NYSSMA                                                                    
May 11 & 12 

Jazz Concert & Art Show                                               
May 15                 

High School Spring Concert                                                             
May 17 



The staff at Norwood-Norfolk Central School selects students for their academic achievements, integrity and leadership 
in the school and throughout the community. 
 

Students selected for October include: 
 

Kiera Fetter – Freshman.  She is the daughter  of Robin and Kent Fetter  of Norwood.  She enjoys running, playing 
piano, and watching Netflix.  Kiera runs cross country.  She is also a member of Bel Aires, Jazz Band, Drama Club and 
Varsity Club.  Soon she will be preparing for her role in this year’s musical.  After high school she will attend an         
engineering or medical school. 
   
Karl Liebfred – Sophomore.  He is the nephew of Jodi Liebfred of Raymondville and son of Joshua Beard of 
South Colton.  Karl enjoys riding his motorcycle, hunting, and fishing. Karl actively participates in Tae Kwan Doe.  Karl 
plays basketball and baseball.  He is a member of Drama Club and Cast for the musical.  Karl’s future plan is to join the 
Marines.     
 

Hailyn Coller – Junior.  She is the daughter  of Tara and Richard Coller  of Norfolk.  Hailyn is interested in the 
medical field and the military.  She is a member of Varsity Club, National Honor Society and Stage Crew.  Hailyn plans 
to attend college in Vermont to become a physician’s assistant. 
 

Donald Shanty III – Senior.  He is the son of Bethena and Donald Shanty, J r . of Norwood.  Donald loves music 
and computers.  He is a member of the Jazz Band.  Upon completion of high school he plans to attend college and study 
for a degree in computer science. 
 

The Norwood-Norfolk PTSA solicits gift cards from local businesses for each student.  The businesses that donated are 
the Hotel Grande and Al Smith’s of Norfolk and The Hometown Café and Lobster House of Norwood.  Also, the   
Teacher’s Association presents the senior student of the month with a gift card to the Clarkson Bookstore. 
 

 

   Pictured above top row: Mrs. Bush, Guidance Counselor,               Pictured above:  Mrs. Bush and Donald Shanty III, Senior  
   Karl Liebfred, Donald Shanty III, and Mrs. Fetter, Principal.          Student of the Month. 
   Bottom row: Hailyn Coller and Kiera Fetter. 

 
 
  

HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS OF THE MONTH SELECTED FOR OCTOBER 
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Students selected for November include: 
 
William French – Freshman.  He is the son of Sophia and Herb Brown of Norwood.  He is interested in different 
types of sciences and new ways to help our world blossom into a good and kind world.  William hopes to one day    
become a surgeon.   
 

Courtney North – Sophomore.  She is the daughter  of Phil and Ralene Nor th.   She enjoys reading her  favor ite 
books including Harry Potter.  Courtney plays the clarinet in Band.  She also plays JV soccer and JV basketball.  
Courtney’s future plan is to become a pediatric nurse practitioner.     
 

Miranda Smith – Junior.  She is the daughter  of Anthony Smith of Norfolk.  Miranda likes to read in her  free 
time.  She is a member of the softball team.  Miranda plans to attend college to become a veterinary technician or a 
teacher. 
 

Beau Catimon – Senior.  He is the son of Michelle Beauchamp of Norwood.  Beau likes to play music with his 
friends.  During the winter months he enjoys snowboarding and when it is warmer he skateboards.  He plays soccer 
and golf.  Beau also helps out with the Art Club and plans to work on murals.  Upon completion of high school he 
plans to attend college and study to become a physical education teacher.  One day, he hopes to own his own company 
involving sports equipment, athletic clothing and gear, and musical instruments.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   Pictured above top row:  Mrs. Brown, School Nurse, Beau Catimon,                                                                          
   William French, and Mrs. Fetter, Principal.      
   Bottom row: Miranda Smith and Courtney North. 
 
 
                                   
        
                                              Pictured above:  Mrs. Brown and Beau Catimon,   
               Senior Student of the Month. 

 

HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS OF THE MONTH SELECTED FOR NOVEMBER  
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HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS OF THE MONTH SELECTED FOR DECEMBER 

Students selected for December include: 
 
Robert Voss – Freshman.  He is the son of Rober t and Meaghan Voss of Norwood.  He is interested in most 
sports.  His favorite is hockey but also likes football and baseball.  He plays on the hockey, baseball and football teams.  
Robert’s future plan is to continue to play sports and to attend college.   
 

Nico Sweeney – Sophomore.  She is the daughter  of Chr istopher  and Ginger  Sweeney of Norwood.   Her  interests 
include photography, painting, drawing, politics and intersectional feminism.  Nico is involved in school activities     
including photography, and the Musical.  She is also a member of Key Club.  Nico’s future plan is to finish high school 
and to attend an art school.     
 

Sydney Levison – Junior.  She is the daughter  of Lisa and Ted Levison of Norwood.  Sydney enjoys running,   
baking, and watching movies. She is a member of the Whiz Quiz team, Varsity Club and National Honor Society.     
Sydney runs cross country, indoor track and outdoor track.  She also is in Bel-Aires and will be in the Musical.  Sydney 
plans to go attend college to study in the science field.  She also plans to run in college. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Sicilia Kahrs – Senior.  She is the daughter  of Ed Kahrs and Marcy Smutz of Norwood.  Sicilia enjoys ar t, spor ts, 

hanging with friends and spending time with family.  She is a member of National Honor Society, Key Club, Stage 

Crew, Drama Club, Yearbook, and Art Club.  She plays on the varsity soccer and varsity softball teams.  Upon          

completion of high school she plans to attend SUNY Potsdam and become an art teacher.   

 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pictured above top row:  Mrs. Bush, Guidance Counselor, Nico Sweeney,                                                                                                                                                                                        

Robert Voss, and Mrs. Fetter, High School Principal.                                            

Bottom row: Sydney Levison and Sicilia Kahrs. 

                                                                            Pictured above:  Mrs. Bush and Sicilia Kahrs, 
                                                                                                                                 Senior Student of the Month. 
   
 
 

CONGRATULATIONS AND BEST WISHES ON CONTINUED SUCCESS! 
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Five members of the NNHS Band were selected to 
perform in this year’s All-County ensembles. The 
final concert was held at OFA on February 3, 
2018.  
 

Congratulations one and all! 
 
Pictured right:  Marianne Joubert - clarinet, Alexis 
Jackson - clarinet, Riley Haas - string bass (Vocal 
Jazz Trio), Carter Vari - euphonium, and Alaina 
Elliott - French horn.  
 
 

HIGH SCHOOL ALL-COUNTY BAND PARTICPANTS  



 

 

Five members of the 6th Grade Band, pictured below, participated in the St. Lawrence All - County Music 
Festival held at Crane School of Music on Saturday, January 20, 2018.  It was a great opportunity for students 
to get together with other students from area schools and have fun preparing music together.  The conductor 
was Mr. Robert Bickford from Canton Central School. 

A very special congratulations goes out to a few of our locals as well at the same festival:  Mr. Wimmer, 
NNCS 7-12 Instrumental Music teacher, was the conductor of the Jr. High All-County Band.  Mr. Burnett, 
NNCS 7-12 Vocal Music teacher, was the chairperson for the High School All-County Chorus.  Mr. Hunkins, 
NNCS Board Member and Massena Music teacher, was the conductor of the All - County High School Jazz 
Ensemble.  It was a fantastic and fun weekend! 
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MIDDLE SCHOOL ALL-COUNTY BAND PARTICPANTS  

Pictured left:  Corbin Gardner -  trombone, 
Ashton Charter - baritone, Myah Germano 
- flute, Zoe Snyder - clarinet, and Olivia 
Norman - trumpet. 

This year we have tried to implement more hands on learning activities in the math classroom.  One activity we 
tried is the Escape Classroom. 
   
We did our first Escape December 20th and 21st.  The students had to perform different mathematical activities 
to unlock a treasure chest to receive their next clue.  Students participated, enjoyed doing math, and had fun!  It 
was such a great experience the students asked to do another one, which we did before February break! 

  
 

GRADE 7 MATH WITH MRS. HERRICK  



 
 
 
  

 
 

PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES 
The Elementary School Parent-Teacher Conferences will be held April 18th.  Students will be 
dismissed at 11:30AM.  Breakfast and bag lunches will be served.   
 
Also, please provide information if your child needs a change of transportation due to the early 
dismissal. 
 
UPK sessions will all attend in the morning on April 18.   
 
 

SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR 
The Elementary School Library will be sponsoring the Scholastic Book Fair from April 9 -   
April 19.  Families are invited to stop by during Parent-Teacher Conferences.  The Scholastic 
Book Fair will be open from 8:30AM – 3:00PM. 
 
 

NEW YORK STATE ASSESSMENT SCHEDULE 
    April 11-13 – Grs. 3 & 4 ELA Assessment 
    May 1- 3 – Grs. 3 & 4 Math Assessment 
    June 4 – Gr. 4 Science Written Assessment 
 
 

READING WEEK 
Humphrey is coming to Norwood-Norfolk Elementary!   

 

This month our school will be starting a school-wide book club called One School, One Book.  
Every child will receive a copy of the same book, The World According to Humphrey, by   
Betty G. Birney on February 26 with a Kickoff assembly at 2:15PM.  The whole elementary 
school will be reading this book! We are inviting families to join in the fun of reading aloud    
together. I am personally asking you to make the time to join in with this special activity. We 
will be sending home a suggested reading schedule with the book, but feel free to do what 
works best for your family. Students will have an opportunity to answer fun questions about 
each chapter and be entered into a drawing for prizes.  
 
Happy Reading from Mrs. Tulga, Elementary School Librarian! 
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"At the heart of The Great Kindness Challenge is the simple belief that kindness is strength. We also believe 
that as an action is repeated, a habit is formed. With the Great Kindness Challenge checklist in hand, students 
have the opportunity to repeat kind act after kind act. As kindness becomes a habit, peace becomes           
possible.  The Great Kindness Challenge is a grassroots movement that is making our schools, communities, 
and world a kinder and more compassionate place for all. Working together, we joyfully prove that       
KINDNESS MATTERS!”  www.thegreatkindnesschallenge.com 

For the third year, Norwood-Norfolk Central School has joined thousands 
of schools around the world and eagerly participated in The Great Kindness 
Challenge.  The Elementary was  
energized at the start the week with 
a Community Kindness Tunnel 
comprised of the Norwood-Norfolk 
Volunteer Firefighters and first   
responders, Norfolk Police Officer, 
hockey players from SUNY Canton 
and SUNY Potsdam, and our local 

Potsdam Cape Crusaders - Batman and Captain America.  In the 
classrooms, each student was given a checklist of kind acts and      
encouraged to perform each act throughout the week.  A paper chain 
was created and displayed made of sentences and illustrations from the 
students describing their own kind contributions to our                
community.  And students were encouraged to show thanks for the 
kindness of others by adding a comment to the “Shout 
Out” bulletin board.  For those seeking an extra Kindness Challenge, a 
wheel of bonus kind acts was available in the hallway outside the 
Reading Suite. Students were encouraged to spin the wheel for ideas of 
new kind acts to perform at school or home.  And on Friday morning, 
a second Kindness Tunnel took place with participants from around the district, families, and our Fantastic 
Senior class.  In addition, several students and teachers took matters into their own hands with personalized 
posters and invitations of kindness.  The faculty is grateful to our P.T.S.A. for their continued support of this 
event.  Their kindness through generosity is inspiring. 

Kindness Challenge Week 2018 was a huge success in the Middle and High Schools, too! Students joined in 
on the elementary fun making this our first district-wide event in many years! To kick off the week, 
staff congregated in the high school main lobby to greet students upon entry. Music played throughout the 
green & gold decorated hallways as teachers offered kind and encouraging words with the occasional high 
fives. Middle School's PBIS Rewards System donated Flyer t-shirts for daily drawings helping to spreading 
school spirit!    

Everyone was encouraged to commit a random act of kindness, snap a photo, and share their pictures on  
twitter @flyerpride12. Norwood-Norfolk students and staff definitely succeeded in flooding social media with 
kindness. Great job flyers! Check our flyer family out on twitter @flyerpride12 to view our kindness shots.   

 

     

 

KINDNESS WEEK 

http://www.thegreatkindnesschallenge.com/


We took part in Global School Play Day on February 7.  Throughout the building children played 
cooperatively and creatively.  Teachers witnessed kids talking, laughing, and solving problems 
kindly.  Thanks for supporting us in this endeavor!  All of the toys and games you allowed your 
children to bring to school for the day helped to make this day a huge success!  Children and 
adults said it was a fantastic day!  There were no electronics, but there was loads of fun inside 
and outside the building as children used many important skills and played throughout the day.  
We recognize the importance of play and plan to celebrate Global School Play Day again next 
year! 
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ELEMENTARY GLOBAL SCHOOL PLAY DAY 

Mrs. Boyd's first grade 
class, pictured right,   
decided to "Choose Kind" 
for Kindness Week!  



NORWOOD-NORFOLK CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 

 

Board of Education                                                Board Meeting Dates 
Board President:  Jon Hazen            March 20, 2018  
Board Vice President:  Jonathan Hunkins  April 16, 2018 
Board Member:  James Dillon    May 1, 2018 (Annual & Regular) 
Board Member:  Karl Fetter    May 15, 2018 (Vote)     
Board Member:  Suzanne Fiacco   June 12, 2018 
Board Member:  George Fulk      
Board Member:  Lisa Levison      
Board Member:  Stephen Markum     
Board Member:  Mary Ellen Todd    

 
 
 
 
 
 

2018-2019 BUDGET HEARING - MAY 1, 2018 @ 6:30PM, DISTRICT BOARD ROOM 
 

VOTING ON THE BUDGET/ELECTION OF BOARD MEMBERS - MAY 15, 2018 
12:30PM - 8:30PM, DISTRICT BOARD ROOM 

 

THREE BOARD OF EDUCATION SEATS ARE UP FOR ELECTION: 
(3) THREE YEAR TERMS 

 

Petition forms for a Board of Education position may be picked up in the District Office.  Petitions must state the 
name and resident of the candidate, must be signed by at least 25 qualified voters of the district, and must state the 
residence of each signer.  Completed petition forms must be returned to the District Office on or before April 16, 
2018. 
 

      VOTER QUALIFICATIONS: 
 

    A citizen of  the United States. 
  At lease 18 years of  age. 
   A resident of  the School District for at least 30 days.     
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